


Common Causes 

Research has shown that the majority of subsidence problems involve trees to some degree. Trees more 

likely to cause problems than other have fine root structures longer than other species, such as poplars, 

willows, elms and oaks. 

The results of recent survey showed that the trees most often involved in 3 subsidence incidents were 

Oak, Willow, Sycamore, Ash, Plane and Poplar. 

What can you do? 

A few simple actions can be taken to protect your property and prevent long-term problems if you live 

in a clay soil area: 

• Do not plant trees or large shrubs close to the house, garage or outbuildings.

• If trees have been planted within the safe distance from your property after the house was built, it

is recommended that they are moved.

• Trees which are older than the structure but within the safe distance can be managed - that is to

say a programme of pollarding or crown thinning carried out to control the amount of foliage pro

duced, which will in turn reduce the amount of water it requires.

• Trees which are older than the structure should not be removed as this could cause uplift of the

ground and heave

• Never remove or in any way alter a tree on which there is a preservation order, without the appro

priate consent.

• If in doubt obtain specialist advice from a tree surgeon or similar professional. (Initially the cost in

volved will normally have to be borne by the policyholder and will only be reimbursed by the insur

er if a claim is met.)

• The tree may be within a neighbouring garden or in the street. If you are worried about the poten

tial subsidence problems that a neighbour's tree could cause, discuss it amicably and try to per

suade him or her to take an appropriate action .. Only if your neighbour is uncooperative, or the

tree is the property of the local authority, write a letter expressing your concern and keep a copy

for future reference.

Contact Us for more information: 

info@markhambrokers.com 

www.markhambrokers.com 

01223 200 678 
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